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Hall & Associates 

Suite 220 

1629 K Street, NW 

Washington, DC  20006-4033 

Telephone: (202) 463-1166           Web:  http://www.hall-associates.com                  Fax: (202) 463-4207 

Reply to E-mail: 

ethomas@hall-associates.com 

 

December 17, 2019 

 

Via FOIA Online 

 

Freedom of Information Officer 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 3 

1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 

 

RE:  Freedom of Information Act Request for Records Related to Development of 

the Final Indian Creek TMDLs (6/30/2008) 

 

To Whom This May Concern: 

 

 This is a request for public records pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 

(“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. Section 552, as implemented by the Environmental Protection Agency 

(“EPA”) at 40 C.F.R. Part 2. For purposes of this request, the definition of “records” includes, 

but is not limited to, documents, letters, memoranda, notes, reports, e-mail messages (including 

e-mails to and from personal e-mail accounts), minutes, handouts, policy statements, data, 

technical evaluations or analysis, and studies. 

 

Background 

 

 EPA Region 3 issued a nutrient TMDL for the Indian Creek Watershed, Pennsylvania in 

June 2008. The TMDL was developed using a separate application of the GWLF watershed 

model of the Indian Creek Watershed linked to an in-stream EFDC model of Indian Creek. Using 

these models, allocations were developed to comply with the seasonal average TP target (40 

µg/L), and to adequately address necessary dissolved oxygen criteria and nuisance algal levels 

(TMDL at 68). To calculate the TMDL, a simulation period of 04/01/2005 to 10/31/2006 was 

run to evaluate the level of instream nutrient concentrations during the target growing season 

period. Source loads were reduced until the average instream nutrient concentration for the 

period from April 1 to October 31 was met, with the results presented in Appendix E (See, 

TMDL at 63). 

 The modeling results presented in Appendix E only provide the dissolved oxygen 

concentrations predicted on an hourly basis and as a daily average for the six stations along 
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Indian Creek (Bergey, Godshall, PilgrimTRIB, SALTRIB, RT63N, and ICMouth). These 

modeling results show dissolved oxygen concentrations well above the water quality standard for 

Indian Creek. No modeling results are presented showing total phosphorus concentrations or 

periphyton chlorophyll-a. In addition, the TMDL does not provide any information on the 

instream flow (cfs) upon which the modeling was based.  

Contrary to this TMDL, the Goose Creek TMDL (EPA, 2008) presented its TMDL modeling 

predictions for total phosphorus, periphyton chlorophyll-a, and dissolved oxygen (See, Appendix 

G of the Goose Creek TMDL). 

Request 

This request seeks any records containing the following information used to develop the final 

Indian Creek TMDL:  

1. The modeling results for the final load reduction scenario showing total phosphorus 

(µg/L) and periphyton chlorophyll-a (mg/m2) for the six stations along Indian Creek 

(Bergey, Godshall, PilgrimTRIB, SALTRIB, RT63N, and ICMouth) for the simulation 

period (if available, please provide this information as a daily average concentration for 

each parameter);  

 

2. The modeled average instream total phosphorus concentration for the period from April 1 

to October 31 for the final load reduction scenario intended to achieve 40 µg/L TP as a 

growing season average; and, 

 

3. The daily average instream flow (cfs) at each of the six stations along Indian Creek used 

in the final load reduction scenario simulation period. 

We are not requesting the Agency to perform any new analyses or develop any new documents, 

the TMDL indicated that these analyses were completed in developing the final TMDL 

document.  

***  

 

Please contact the undersigned if the associated search and duplication costs are 

anticipated to exceed $100.00. Please duplicate the records that are responsive to this request and 

send it to the undersigned at the above address. If the requested record is withheld based upon 

any asserted privilege, please identify the basis for the non-disclosure.  

 

 If you have any questions regarding this request, please do not hesitate to contact this 

office so as to ensure that only the necessary document is duplicated.  
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      Respectfully,  

      /s/ Erin Thomas 

      Erin Thomas 

      Hall & Associates 

      1629 K St., NW 

      Washington, DC 20006 

      (202) 463-1166 

      ethomas@hall-associates.com 


